Everyday memory after unilateral temporal lobectomy or amygdalo-hippocampectomy.
Patients who had undergone unilateral temporal lobe surgery (right or left temporal lobectomy or amygdalo-hippocampectomy) for intractable temporal lobe epilepsy, and normal control subjects, completed two questionnaires about everyday memory, the Subjective Memory Questionnaire (SMQ) and the Everyday Memory Questionnaire (EMQ). Relatives/close friends completed suitably adapted versions of these questionnaires about the patient. Patients who had undergone right and left temporal lobectomy rated themselves, and were rated by relatives/friends as having worse memories than controls on both the SMQ and EMQ. Individual items on both questionnaires differentiated between the memory abilities of the five groups. Age at surgery was correlated with one measure of everyday memory for the right temporal lobectomy group, and seizure frequency was correlated with memory performance for the amygdalo-hippocampectomy groups. Issues concerning validity and accuracy of rating memory lapses are discussed.